Know Your Language


Know Your World

The Literacy Handbook.
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The Point of this…

…is to improve your literacy skills in order to help you understand and communicate as effectively and confidently as possible in all subjects at school and throughout your life.

People with strong language skills are 
· Quick to understand the world of texts and information.
· Persuasive when they give their opinions.

· Convincing when they stand up for what they believe.

· Interesting when they communicate their experience of the world.

· Able to learn successfully and independently.

· Funny when they tell a joke!

This little book is really all about accuracy in writing but it’s worth noting here that a brilliant way for you to improve your language skills is simply to read and read and read. 

Reading

Much of the best that has been thought, said, done or imagined in the world is written down in books. Whether it’s about climbing Everest, the moons of Venus, the cannibals of the South Seas or a wizard called Harry, it’s all yours to experience. 

Reading is one of the purest of human joys but it also strengthens our grasp of language.
Unlike when we watch a film (which does everything for us), reading involves the reader: it makes us use our minds because we have to convert language in order to picture characters and imagine situations. Just as physical training stretches and strengthens and improves our muscle quality, meeting different forms of language when we read develops our thinking ability because it creates new pathways in our brains. Intelligence is not fixed and reading more can develop your intelligence!

	Everyone can be a good reader but reading can be boring unless you are good at it.

If you feel you aren’t a good reader you must practise! 

Read and read and read and then, one day, quite suddenly, you’ll completely forget that you are reading. 
It will no longer be an effort. Your mind will be transported to another time or place and you’ll have given yourself the most glorious of gifts: the gift of literacy!


Very Important Lesson No. 1: Capital Letters

Using capital letters is one of the most basic requirements of writing. Carelessness with capital letters is very unimpressive and makes the reader lose confidence in your work. Check your work like mad and you’ll be fine! There are two basic rules:

1. Begin your sentences with a capital letter!

Doris looked nervously at the fortune-teller. The candle-light flickered over her ancient face. She had a long, hooked nose and a slight moustache. There was something like a malteser on the side of her cheek and a tooth stuck out darkly from her gumless mouth. She wheezed suddenly and seized Doris’ hand.

“I see him now, I see him. He’s close, so close. Ah, happy, happy you will be!”

Walking past the fortune-teller’s tent outside, Oscar steadily munched his candy floss and hoped that no-one he knew could see him. His little sister clutched one of his hands and around his neck hung an enormous pink monkey.

2. Use capital letters for names of people, places, titles, dates etc.

Oscar sat at the back of the class with Michael and Ben. It was Geography and Mrs Baldwin was talking about Italy. In their book, which was called Volcanoes, was a picture of Mount Vesuvius which erupted in August 79AD and destroyed Pompeii. Oscar couldn’t help thinking of the tin of Heinz Baked Beans he’d eaten that morning.

Little Exercise: Correct the following sentences, using capital letters where necessary.

1. he went to the edge of the cliff. it was a long way down to the sea.

2. the capital of wales is cardiff, according to jenny’s map.

3. mr fogg reads the times newspaper every tuesday in the high street coffee shop.

4. alexander the great defeated darius, king of the persians.

5. je m’appelle catriona et j’habite à earlston en écosse.

Capital Letters: Typical Errors in School Work.
1. he was hungry. he hadn’t eaten all day.          X
Capital letters must be used at the beginning of sentences!
He was hungry. He hadn’t eaten all day.                   (   

2. She climbed over the fence Which was rather Dangerous.  X
Always check your work to make sure you haven’t used unnecessary capital letters! 

She climbed over the fence which was rather dangerous.             (
3. It was valentine’s day but he didn’t want to see titanic again. X     
Capital letters are needed for names, dates and titles!        
It was Valentine’s Day but he didn’t want to see Titanic again.         (
Exercise. Write out the following paragraph, using capital letters as necessary.

her name was ilene and she walked with a slight limp. from january to december, from monday to sunday and all through the day, people teased her because of her limp. they shouted out her name in silly voices. they said lots of cruel things. her classmates could have written a book called a thousand ways to be cruel. what they didn’t know was that ilene had a rare quality which she kept a secret. what they didn’t know was that one day they would need her help. they didn’t know that one day ilene would save their lives.
Very Important Lesson No. 2: Paragraphs

Whether you are writing in History, Geography, Art, Modern Studies or any other subject, you need to organize your ideas clearly in order that the reader can understand what you are saying. One way to organize your writing is by using paragraphs.

Use new paragraphs…

1. When there is a change of focus or subject matter in your writing:

Leonardo Da Vinci was perhaps one of the most talented painters ever to have lived. He is most famous for his portrait of Lisa del Giocondo (Mona Lisa) whose slight smile suggests she knows an important and perhaps rather naughty secret.  

*Another famous Italian is Galileo. He is sometimes called ‘the father of science’ because of his amazing discoveries about the universe.

*Note the new paragraph to show a change of focus. The first paragraph concentrates on Da Vinci, while the second considers Galileo.
  2. When there is a change of time.
The battle of Stirling Bridge took place in 1297. The Scots, led by William Wallace, waited as the English crossed the narrow bridge. When a certain number had crossed, the Scots attacked with long spears and cut the English force in two. Chaos resulted and the victory was total despite the Scots being outnumbered by about five to one.
*A year later, at the Battle of Falkirk, the English took their revenge. This time the long bows of the English archers were the deciding factor and the Scots had no option but to scatter…
*Note the use of a new paragraph to show a change of time.
 
3. When there is a change of place.
In some isolated parts of Africa, particularly where conditions are extreme, people lead a nomadic way of life: they travel from place to place in search of food for their herds of animals. 

*In Europe, populations have increasingly settled in towns and cities where trade and industry provide attractive opportunities…

*Here the new paragraph shows a change of focus from Africa to Europe.
4. When there is speech.
“If I were married to you, I’d put poison in your tea.” said Lady Astor.

*“If I were married to you, I’d drink it,” replied Winston.

* Here a new speaker is shown by taking a new paragraph.
Paragraphs: Typical Errors in School Work.
1. The goblin hopped and skipped along the path. He could smell something that interested him, something that made him drool with hunger. It was the smell of human being and it was getting stronger. *Robin hid in the ditch by the edge of the wood and slowly began to breathe deeply. He felt safe. No-one could possibly see him.                                                                              X
*There is a change of focus here. The first part is about a goblin, but the second part concentrates on Robin. A new paragraph is needed to show this change of focus.
The goblin hopped and skipped along the path. He could smell something that interested him, something that made him drool with hunger. It was the smell of human being and it was getting stronger.

Robin hid in the ditch by the edge of the wood and slowly began to breathe deeply. He felt safe. No-one could possibly see him.    
2. Some people argue that the school uniform is out of date. They argue that it stops young people expressing themselves and it puts them off the whole idea of school. They say it’s ugly and expensive and uncomfortable.* On the other hand, other people argue that we shouldn’t judge people by what they wear. They say that banning school uniform would create bullying and be a distraction. They argue that education is a serious business and young people feel more serious and do better when they wear uniforms.    X
* First, reasons against the school uniform are given and then reasons in favour of the school uniform are given. A new paragraph can be used here to highlight this change:

Some people argue that the school uniform is out of date. They argue that it stops young people expressing themselves and it puts them off the whole idea of school. They say it’s ugly and expensive and uncomfortable.

On the other hand, other people argue that we shouldn’t judge people by what they wear. They say that banning school uniform would create bullying and be a distraction. They argue that education is a serious business and young people feel more serious and do better when they wear uniforms.                                                    (
Exercise. Using new paragraphs to show changes of focus, write briefly on the following subjects:
1. Rugby and hockey

2. Two summer holidays you’ve had.

3. The conversation of two gossiping people.

Very Important Lesson No. 3: The Apostrophe

In your writing you should try to be impressive. If you misuse basic punctuation, such as the apostrophe, the reader of your work may lose respect for what you are saying…so get it right!

1. The apostrophe is used to show missing letters when two words are combined into one. 

	I am        (
	I’m
	I have         (
	I’ve

	you are
	you’re
	you have
	you’ve

	he is
	he’s 
	he has
	he’s

	she is
	she’s
	she has
	she’s

	it is 
	it’s
	it has
	it’s

	we are
	we’re
	we have
	we’ve

	you are
	you’re
	you have
	you’ve

	they are
	they’re
	they have
	they’ve


In the same way:  I will   (   I’ll,         I had       ( I’d,               there is (  there’s

                             do not  (  don’t,      does not  (  doesn’t        is not    (  isn’t

                             has not (  hasn’t,     have not (  haven’t

2. The apostrophe, followed by an ‘s’,  is used to show possession ( ie that something belongs to something else).

	Oscar’s computer
	(the computer belonging to Oscar)

	The moon’s light
	(the light of the moon)

	The cat’s paw
	(the paw belonging to the cat)

	The army’s tents
	(the tents belonging to the army)

	Doris’* dreams 
	(the dreams belonging to Doris)


*When the ‘owner’ ends with an ’s’, you don’t have to add a second ‘s’ after the apostrophe, but you can.  Eg  Doris’ dog/Doris’s dog (
Attention! My, your, his, hers, its, ours, yours, theirs are all words which show possession but they do not need apostrophes. Do not confuse its ( belonging to it) with it’s (it is).

Careful! Where the apostrophe goes depends on how many ‘owners’ of an object/thing there are:

	The cannibal’s    spear
	 Here, one spear belongs to one cannibal

	The cannibal’s    spears
	 Here, more than one spear belongs to one cannibal

	The cannibals’    spear
	 Here, a single spear belongs to more than one cannibal

	The cannibals’    spears
	 Here, the spears belong to several cannibals


Little Exercise. Correct the following sentences- be careful!
1. Thats Oscars jotter isnt it? Its cover is ripped. Our jotters covers are ok.

2. Parents evening began at six and the teachers met parents in the pupils refectory.

The Apostrophe: Typical Errors in School Work.

1. The engine of the car was running but it’s windows were smashed.                                     X
Remember, it’s is short for it is. In the sentence above, it’s doesn’t make sense. When we mean ‘belonging to it’, we use the word its, with no apostrophe.

The engine of the car was running but its windows were smashed.     (
2. Their drooling with excitement.  X
Remember: they are (  they’re. Do not confuse they’re with their, which means ‘belonging to them’.

They’re drooling with excitement.         (
3. The horse’s gathered at the edge of the wood.  X
Do not use apostrophes simply to show plurals (here, there is more than one horse). The apostrophe above suggests that something belongs to the horse which doesn’t make sense in this sentence.

The horses gathered at the edge of the wood.             (
4. The pupil’s trip to Borneo was a great success for the tigers.   ?
The above sentence means that only one pupil went on the trip because the apostrophe comes before the ‘s’. If more than one pupil went on the trip, the apostrophe should come after the ‘s’:

5. The pupils’ trip to Borneo was a great success for the tigers.   
Exercise. In your jotter, correct the sentences below.
1. The boys toilets are on the left.

2. They’re cousins dogs are Labradors.

3. The force’s of darkness are entering the bandits camp.

4. Its time the vet looked at its broken wing.

5. Were going to the worlds greatest theme park.

6. This butterflys wings are pretty. In fact, all the butterflies wings are pretty.

Very Important Lesson No. 4: The Simple Sentence.
1.      A Sentence must have a Verb and a Subject. 
A verb is usually a ‘doing word’ eg run, jump, look, finish. 

(Remember:  am, are, is, was, were; have, has, had; do, does, did etc are also verbs).

A subject is the person or ‘thing’ which ‘does’ the verb.

	Subject
	Verb

	He


	looks.

	She
	smiles.



	It
	thundered.



	You
	laughed.

	We
	won.

	They
	giggled.

	The volcanoes
	erupted.

	Les enfants
	jouent.      
(Oh yes, it’s the same in other languages!)


The sentences above are simple sentences. 

A simple sentence has only one subject/verb combination.

2.      Attention! You can add details to a simple sentence.

	Subject
	Detail
	Verb
	Detail

	He
	rarely
	thinks
	of Doris

	She
	always
	cries


	in the cinema.

	It
	only
	rained


	twice in July.

	You
	never
	discovered
	the secret.

	We
	eventually
	won
	the battle.

	They
	
	giggled
	in the church.

	The volcanoes
	in Iceland
	erupted 
	at the same time.

	Les  enfants
	
	jouent
	au football.


Little Exercise. In your jotter, identify the subjects and verbs in the following simple     sentences. Remember, the subject and the verb are not always at the beginning!
Attention:  am, are, is, was, were; have, has, had; do, does, did etc are also verbs
	Example
	Subject
	Verb

	The unpleasant smell escaped into the corridor.
	
	

	Doris applied her lipstick.
	
	

	Sharp and silver was the warrior’s sword.
	
	

	Four times they attacked the castle.
	
	

	Caesar invaded Britain in 54BC.
	
	

	It was dark in the forest.
	
	

	Les enfants vont à l'école.
	
	

	Ich liebe dich.
	
	


The Simple Sentence: Typical Errors in School Work.

1.  The Normans arrived in 1066 with pointy beards. Desperate to conquer the English.          ×
The second sentence above is not a true sentence because it does not have a subject and a verb- it doesn’t say who was desperate to conquer the English.

There are many ways to make this information into one sentence (see Very Important Lesson No.5 and No.6).

However, the easiest way to be accurate is to write two simple sentences, each with a subject and a verb:
The Normans arrived in 1066 with pointy beards. They were desperate to conquer the English.                 (
2.      Cats have thirty two muscles in their ears. But humans only have six.                                 ×
Avoid beginning sentences with conjunctions (joining words) like but, and etc. This can be ok in creative writing for dramatic reasons but in most cases it seems like a clumsy mistake. (See Very Important Lesson No.2 for ways to join sentences).

The easiest way to be accurate is to separate the sentences into two simple sentences:

Cats have thirty two muscles in their ears. Humans only have six.    (   

3.     The great artist Michelangelo wasn’t very handsome, he had a broken nose.               ×
This is a classic mistake. A simple sentence needs only one subject and one verb but the sentence above has two subject/verb combinations. (For ways to join simple sentences, have a look at Very Important Lesson No.2)

The simplest way to make sure you are accurate is to use a full stop and make two simple sentences.

The great artist Michelangelo wasn’t very handsome. He had a broken nose.                                  (
Exercise. Correct the following sentences by writing two simple sentences.
1. Napoleon’s army arrived in Moscow in 1812. Exhausted and starving.

2. Henry VIII had six wives. But he executed two of them.

3. Tomatoes are not vegetables, they are definitely fruits.

4. J’habite à Lauder, c’est une ville historique.

Very Important Lesson No. 5: Compound Sentences. 

1. You must separate simple sentences or the sense will be unclear:

	Doris loves Oscar pies are Oscar’s favourite thing.                     X

	Doris nearly fainted Oscar offered her a bit of his pie.                X        

	Doris dropped her pen Oscar picked it up.                                   X


2. The obvious way to do this is to use a full stop.

	Doris loves Oscar.  Pies are Oscar’s favourite thing.

	Doris nearly fainted. Oscar offered her a bit of his pie.

	Doris dropped her pen. Oscar picked it up.


Attention! You must not use a comma to separate two simple sentences! 

This will make your writing totally confusing when you write more complex sentences later on. 
3. To join two or more simple sentences it is often possible to use a conjunction (sometimes called a ‘connective’ or ‘joining word’. This makes a compound sentence. Here’s a list of conjunctions:

after       and      although      as      because

for   or   so   though   until   when   while   yet

	Doris loves Oscar but pies are Oscar’s favourite thing.

	Doris nearly fainted because Oscar offered her a bit of his pie.

	Doris dropped her pen so Oscar picked it up.


4. For a bit of variety and style in your writing, you can sometimes arrange the sentence to put a conjunction at the beginning. This is a kind of complex sentence -  discussed in Very Important Lesson No.3
( Here you can use a comma to separate the two parts of the sentence but only because you are using a conjunction as well).
	Although Doris loves Oscar, pies are Oscar’s favourite thing.

	Because Oscar offered her a bit of his pie, Doris nearly fainted.

	When Doris dropped her pen, Oscar picked it up.


Little Exercise. Identify the two sentences in the following lines and join them using a conjunction.

1. Napoleon had many horses his favourite was called Marengo.

2. Hitler invaded Poland Britain and France declared war.

3. Maths is so important it teaches you how to think.
Extension. Although you must not join sentences with a comma, you can sometimes use other punctuation marks instead of a conjunction:

	Doris loves Oscar; pies are Oscar’s favourite thing.

	Doris nearly fainted: Oscar offered her a bit of his pie.

	Doris dropped her pen; Oscar picked it up.


Compound Sentences: Typical Errors in School Work.
1. The soldier went into the wood, he felt safer there.          X
-Remember: a sentence needs one subject and one verb. In the example above, there are two subject/verb combinations- The soldier went and he felt. 

-In other words, there are two sentences: 

The soldier went into the wood and he felt safer there. 

-You must not join two sentences with a comma (use a full stop and a new sentence; use a joining word; or use different punctuation mark).

The soldier went into the wood. He felt safer there.              (
The soldier went into the wood because he felt safer there.   (
The soldier went into the wood: he felt safer there.               (
2.   Je m’appelle Jean, j’habite à Melrose.      X
-Again there are two subjects and two verbs in the sentence above: Je m’appelle and j’habite.

-You must separate these two sentences. In this case, a full stop or a conjunction would be suitable:

Je m’appelle Jean. J’habite à Melrose.           (
Je m’appelle Jean et j’habite à Melrose.        (
3. She went out. Although it was dark and cold.  X 

· ‘Although’ is a conjunction and therefore must join the two parts of a longer  sentence. In this example, you don’t need the full stop.
She went out although it was dark and cold.         (
Although it was dark and cold, she went out.        (
Exercise A. Correct the following sentences by adding a full stop, a conjunction or a suitable punctuation mark.  But remember, you must not join sentences with a comma!
1. She threw it away it was disgusting.

2. They still couldn’t score the try. Although they tried very hard.
3. I travel a lot I’ve even been to Hogwarts.
Exercise B. Now write 3 pairs of sentences, separating each pair with a full stop, a conjunction or, if appropriate, a different punctuation mark. 

Very Important Lesson No. 6: The Complex Sentence.
If you only use simple sentences and compound sentences, your writing will be very simple and possibly dull to read. One way to make your writing more lively and interesting is to use a variety of complex sentences as well.

1.  Begin a sentence with a conjunction (joining word)  and use a comma to separate the two parts (or clauses) of the sentence:

	When Doris saw Oscar in the queue, she blushed.

	Although he knew she was just behind him, Oscar pretended not to notice.

	Because she wanted to be first, Belinda pushed Doris out of the way.


Attention! You’ll notice the first parts of the sentences above don’t make sense on their own. In fact they need the second part of the sentence to make sense. This part of a complex sentence is called the Subordinate Clause (in italics).
The other part, which does make sense on its own, is called the Main Clause.
2. Using a pair of commas, include extra information in the sentence. Note the Subordinate and Main Clauses.

	Oscar, who could see Doris struggling with the bully, knew it was time to be a hero.

	Belinda, who was jealous of Doris’ nose, pushed her onto the ground.

	The canteen, which was full of pupils, echoed with cruel laughter.


3. For really fluent writing, try including a descriptive subordinate clause at the beginning of a complex sentence as in the following examples:

	Stepping away from the crowd, Oscar dropped a tray of cutlery.

	Distracted by the dreadful noise, the crowd forgot about Doris.

	Getting up quickly, Doris shook Belinda’s can of lemonade.


Little Exercise. Copy the following sentences into your jotter. Identify the Subordinate Clause and the Main Clause:
	When Belinda opened her can, it exploded in her face.

	The pupils, watching Belinda have a tantrum, started to laugh.

	Red with embarrassment, Belinda stormed out of the canteen


The Complex Sentence: Typical Errors in School Work

1.  Despite being chased by a drooling goblin with a rusty sword in his    hand the prisoner escaped.  ×

It’s not absolutely clear in the above example whether the goblin or the prisoner has the rusty sword. 

To make it clear, separate the two parts of the sentence (or clauses) with a comma.

Despite being chased by a drooling goblin with a rusty sword in his hand, the prisoner escaped.  (
Or

Despite being chased by a drooling goblin, with a rusty sword in his hand the prisoner escaped.  (
2.  While on the phone, the dog ate Jemima’s goldfish.         ×
Be careful: this sentence means that the dog was on the phone.

While she was on the phone, the dog ate Jemima’s goldfish.   (
While Jemima was on the phone, the dog ate her goldfish.      (
While on the phone, Jemima saw the dog eat her goldfish.        (
3. The man that was waiting at the station was arrested.      ×
This is a common little mistake: when writing about people, make sure you use ‘who’ rather than ‘that’ or ‘which’.

The man who was waiting at the station was arrested.           (
4.  Lifting the trophy high into the air, the crowd cheered the captain. ×
Careful: this means that the crowd lifted the trophy into the air. In this kind of sentence, make sure the subject in the main part of the sentence (the crowd) is also ‘doing’ the action in the subordinate clause.

Lifting the trophy high into the air, the captain was cheered by the crowd.            (
Seeing the captain lift the trophy high into the air, the crowd cheered the captain.   (
Exercise. Looking at the three types of complex sentence explained on the page opposite, write two examples of each type in your jotter. Avoid the typical errors!

Very Important Lesson No 7: Spelling 

1. Some words sound the same but are spelled differently. These are called homophones. Watch out for these!
Doris had no idea whether Oscar liked her or not. Despite the stormy weather, she went out into the night to be alone.

Walking home, Oscar knew he would never find the courage to ask her out.

He wandered on hopelessly, the mud spattering his new trainers.

Doris could hear the storm crashing through the trees towards her. I’ll be soaked out here, she thought miserably. Although she wasn’t really allowed to go far, she entered the woods for shelter. There was a sudden clap of thunder and no one heard her as she fell and cried aloud with pain.

Oscar hurried through the blinding rain into the wood. He threw himself against a tree as lightning struck close by.

It’s no good, wept Doris, no one will find me. Oooh, my ankle! “Help!”

A little distance away, Oscar thought he heard a human voice; he could hear its soulful cries. The storm was raging and two times lightning struck but Oscar ran to the rescue. 

Doris’ eyes were too full of tears to see properly. She couldn’t believe it. Was it really him? “Oscar?”

Arriving at the site of the accident, Oscar felt a sudden pang in his stomach. “Doris?”

At the sight of Oscar, Doris leapt up proudly and forgot her pain. “You’re a total mess!” she cried awkwardly, not knowing what else to say.

“Your eyes are shining!” said Oscar, before he could stop himself. They looked at each other.

“The rain has stopped,” said Doris, still standing in her hole.

“The whole world has stopped,” said Oscar, remembering the words from a film and jumping down beside her.

“Nice ditch,” said Oscar. “But look up there!”

“The stars! Look at the stars!” said Doris and, as they stood side by side, gazing at the thousand little lights and fires of the heavens, their hands finally touched.

Exercise. Look at the heart-warming passage above and select the appropriate word for the following sentences:

1. They couldn’t decide ______________ to go to the coast or the mountains. It depended on the _______________ .

2. He ____________ the answer to their lunch problems. He would invent a ___________ kind of pie.

3. If you come over ______________, I’ll be able to ______________ you.

4. He yelped ___________ with surprise even though noise was not ___________ in the library.

5. She ______________ the spear ____________ the vampire’s heart.

6. ________ tail is deadly. ______ full of poison.

7. I’ve had ________ cakes already and I’m ________ full ______ go for a jog.

8. What a ________ for sore eyes. The building ___________ has been cleared up.

9. ____________ living in __________ house. 

10. A black _________ is the most interesting thing in the __________ universe.

11. They’ve done ____________ work. It’s over ___________ .

Spelling: Typical Errors in School Work

If your spelling is good, the reader of your work will find what you say more convincing. Be careful with your spelling, especially of common words like the homophones on the opposite page and many of the words listed below. 

	Get these right!
	Watch out for these!
	Be impressive!

	a lot
	although
	achieve

	does
	accept
	apostrophe

	doesn’t
	arguing
	benign

	its  ( its top speed is 50mph)
	argument
	compatible

	it’s      (it’s/ it is a fine day)
	autumn
	disappointed

	either
	beautiful
	definitely

	exactly
	because
	detach

	field
	believe
	disappear

	friend
	definite
	ecstasy

	peace      (peace and quiet)
	commitment
	embarrassed

	piece        (piece of cake)
	eighth
	emphasise

	quite
	excellent
	environment

	rough   (rough and smooth)
	exciting
	foreign

	thorough  (a thorough job)
	favourite
	fluorescent

	their            (their house)
	interesting
	government

	there             (over there!)
	niece
	impatient

	they’re       (they’re nice)
	missile
	independent

	through  (through the year)
	occur
	irregular

	threw     (he threw the ball)
	people
	miscellaneous

	should
	potato
	necessary

	we’re  (we are/we’re first)
	queue
	parallel

	were          (we were late)
	receive
	rhythm

	where         (where is it?)
	recommend
	precede

	which         (which one?)
	scene
	prejudice

	witch   (the witch cackled)
	separate
	privilege

	who’s   (who is…)
	species
	pursue

	whose  (whose hat is that?)
	tomorrow
	sincerity

	writing
	variety
	schedule

	written
	Wednesday
	scheme

	yours        (no apostrophe) 
	weird
	subtle


Exercise. 

1. Test yourself on the words above. 

2. Keep a record of words you misspell and use it!

Correction Code

P 



= 
punctuation

ww


= wrong word

//



=
new paragraph

exp


= expression

caps


= capital letter

sp



= spelling

T



= tense

c/s            
= comma splice

s/s            
= sentence structure

R               
= repetition 

The Literacy Handbook

The Literacy Handbook and other Literacy resources are available on glow.
· Log on to Glow
· Click on My Glow Groups. 

· Scroll down a bit and click on EHS Literacy Across Learning.
[image: image1.jpg]



COPYRIGHT Earlston High School.
If you have any comments or questions about this booklet, please contact rjsbryson@scotborders.gov.uk
